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• Log in with UTU or Google account, 
preferably on laptop. The course 
will remain open throughout your 
studies, so you can always return 
to it when you need a recap. 

• Please leave feedback so we 
know how UTUstart fulfills its 
purpose! 

How much daylight do we get during the winter?

How do I reach out to the emergency services? 

How do students budget their everyday lives?

On my free time, should I visit the Turku castle 
first, or go hiking in Ruissalo island..? 



Turku – the (b)oldest city 
in Finland
• What is this city known for?
• Culture and history: Finnish civilization 

began from the block surrounding Turku 
Cathedral

• Turku = Åbo. You’ll see and hear both official
languages in the city.

• Restaurants – ”a Nordic food hotspot”
• One of the world’s largest archipelagos

made up of 40,000 islands
• Students! Every 5th citizen is a student in 

one of the higher education institutions in 
the region.

https://kissmyturku.com/let--s-talk-language-3953
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20220821-turku-finlands-new-nordic-food-hotspot
https://kissmyturku.com/experience-the-finnish-archipelago-the-world-s-largest-island-labyrith


We are an 
active expert 
community

Students, see
nationalities

staff members, 
16% internationals

Record number
of international
students
starting in 2025

other higher
education
institutions
in Turku

22,500

3,593

5

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZjdiNzgwZDUtMTkzZC00ZmFkLTg0NzUtY2I0ZDJkMjBlOTljIiwidCI6ImU3ODg5YmJkLTdjZDgtNGVlZS05ZDA3LTE4ZDA1ZjlmNDhjMSIsImMiOjh9


Get connected!



Other people – your
support system
• The famous Finnish work-life 

balance covers study time, too.
• Friends, hobbies, and lovely 

memories keep you warm during 
the long and gloomy winter.

• Making new friends and getting to 
know people > networking with 
potential future colleagues.

Two years goes by fast
– start exploring now! 



Find friends in hobbies
and networks!
• Own study programme
• Student Union TYY, its Wings, and student 

organisations
• ESN Uni Turku events
• CampusSport
• Boost Turku (student entrepreneurship)
• Culture and sports Turku 
• Communities also beyond UTU and Turku! 

> Visit the Welcome Fair tomorrow!

https://www.tyy.fi/en/
https://www.tyy.fi/en/get-involved/tyys-organisations
https://esnuniturku.fi/
https://www.campussport.fi/en/https:/www.campussport.fi/en/
https://boostturku.com/
https://www.turku.fi/en/culture-and-sports


How to get to know the Finns?

• Finns might seem shy and distant at first, 
but give it some time! 

• Join the student organisation of your
programme.

• Keep your eyes, ears and mind open for 
Finnish – it helps to know the culture and 
people
• University courses, discussion groups

organised by the City, and everyday life
• Follow accounts like @veryfinnishproblems, 

@secret.finland, ThisisFINLAND, on 
Instagram – and #utuambassador!

• Learn Finnish with us!

https://www.utu.fi/en/university/learn-finnish-with-us


Friendship
Programme
• Connects international students

with Turku area locals and 
matches them into friends

• The Friendship Programme
takes place twice a year, in the
spring and autumn semesters. 
You can enroll for the
programme from 1.8.2025 to 
4.9.2025

• More info coming up on 
Wednesday in their own session!

Website >



UTU supports student exchange 
with exchange grants!
How to get started?
1. Check out the student exchange 

possibilities here in intranet!
2. Double-check your exchange plans with 

your program coordinator.
3. Apply in time! Application schedules here in 

intranet.

• QR code to UTU intranet on exchange studies 
• Check out @UTUvaihdossa Instagram 

account for student experiences!
• Possible questions can be sent to 

outgoing@utu.fi ☺

https://intranet.utu.fi/index/exchange-places-and-programmes/Pages/exchange-places-and-programmes.aspx
https://intranet.utu.fi/index/applying-for-exchange/Pages/application-periods.aspx
mailto:outgoing@utu.fi


EC2U mobilities and 
events
• UTU is a member of the European 

Campus of City-Universities
(EC2U) Alliance. 

• Many face-to-face and virtual events
organised throughout the year.

• The EC2U Alliance offers grants to 
students for short mobility.
• No need for previous contact with the

partner university.

• You may apply for a grant to establish
connections, network, or participate in 
an event.

• Info about EC2U mobility >
Subscribe to 

the UTU EC2U newsletter!

https://intranet.utu.fi/index/networks/Pages/EC2U-mobility.aspx


One-time possibilities
and projects
• Join any project courses that

your programme arranges with
companies or together with
other programmes or Faculties!

• Follow the University and Unit
news to learn about projects, 
competitions, etc.



Become an 
UTUambassador!



UTUambassadors: 
a glimpse to the student life at UTU
The UTUambassadors are 
an international and interdisciplinary group 
of motivated students who share their experiences as 
international students on our social media channels. 
They also assist the University in marketing and recruiting 
efforts and represent the University at events, providing a 
student perspective to different topics. 

Read their thoughts on the Student Life at UTU blog
Watch their videos on Youtube

https://blogit.utu.fi/studentlife/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSmJtlSQuvVKDPS6spNK2R0YCnTOuK_2x


New people

“The best thing was the 
people I got to meet. By 
interacting with other 

people I was able to grow 
and learn a lot of myself.”

- Mária, Slovakia

Skills

“Communication is one of 
the positive outcomes I 

got from the ambassador 
year. I learned how to 

better use digital media.”
- Eman, Egypt

Experiences

“Participating in different 
events broadens the 
understanding of the 

university values and how 
the things are done.”

- Olha, Ukraine

Becoming one of the UTUambassadors is a unique opportunity to 
grow, develop your skillset and expand your personal networks.
- Kristaps, Latvia



What 
would 

I do?

Share your student life on your own social media 
Take over the @uniturku Instagram account 
Create videos or blog posts
Chat with prospective students 
Participate in international events 
Join UTUambassador get-togethers
Arrange events for new students



Apply to the 
UTUambassador
programme by 11 
September!

Answer the questions 
on the online 
application 

Wait for an 
invitation to a 
group interview

Attach 2 examples 
of social media 
posts



Stay in the loop: 
channels to follow



University channels: 
Tuudo
• Mobile app for students offering information 

and services needed in every student's life.
• check your study credits and schedules

• examine campus maps

• find your student card and library card

• find information about the most important student 
services

• check the lunch menus of student restaurants.

• Download Tuudo from App store/Google Play 
store and sign in with your utu credentials.

• Video guide for using Tuudo app 

https://youtu.be/3bsuODejSic?si=QVl_ObFEOc1Vlz1w


University channels: 
newsletter
• Student’s Bi-Weekly Mail is a 

newsletter sent to UTU students twice 
a month. 

• Own letters for English and Finnish 
speakers. English version also 
includes information specifically for 
international degree students.

• Important intra news, deadlines, 
opportunities, events and job
openings. Important University-level
information!

• Students are automatically added to 
the list. You can also subsribe to the
lists to receive newsletters in both
languages.

https://intranet.utu.fi/index/opiskelijan-viikkoposti/Sivut/tilaa.aspx


University channels: 
intranet and news
• Intranet is the home for news 

for the University community.
• It also stores a lot of 

information about the 
University and studies here

• Explore the intranet to get an 
idea what it covers

• www.intranet.utu.fi

http://www.intranet.utu.fi/


Most important intranet 
contents for a student
”Services for studying” drop down menu:
• Well-being
• Study matters and counselling
• Internationality
• Working life 
”General support services” drop down menu
• IT guides and services
• Library services
• Facilities and security
Faculty pages
• All information about studies in your

programme/faculty

When searching for University services, you can
also use the search field. When looking for study
related information, be careful to check that the
page is not under some other faculty. 



University channels: 
blogs
• Student Life Blog mostly updated 

by the student ambassadors
• Tips for things to do in Turku, 

everyday life, and much more 
from student perspective

• Official blog of the University of 
Turku

• There are also tens of other
blogs >

https://blogit.utu.fi/utu/
https://blogit.utu.fi/blogihakemisto/


University channels: 
social media
• Instagram @uniturku, #utulähettiläs, #utuambassador

• On Instagram, we share pictures and videos of 
everyday life on campus, studying, student life, and 
events. On this channel, we reach especially young 
people, the future and current students.

• Hosted mainly by Finnish and international student 
ambassadors. Study tips, peer-to-peer support and 
experiences, recommendations for places to visit, 
where to swim, where to eat…

• Facebook @uniturku

• The target group of the account is above all else the 
University community, i.e. our students, personnel 
and active alumni. By following our Facebook 
accounts you can keep up with the latest research, 
education, and events.

Bluesky @uniturku, #uniturku, #turunyliopisto
• We post about research and science. Bluesky is most 

suitable for sharing current issues and creating 
impact. 

LinkedIn, Turun yliopisto - University of Turku
• On our LinkedIn channel, we share information about 

the University's services and training possibilities, 
open vacancies, and contents and news related to 
professional life. The contents are aimed at our 
alumni, community, and potential employees.

Youtube, Turun yliopisto - University of Turku
• The University's videos are published in YouTube. Our 

channel offer both research- and education-related 
content. 

Reddit, universityofturku
• On Reddit, we share posts of our English press 

releases on scientific publications mainly on the 
subreddit r/science. 

Spotify, Turun yliopisto
• Podcasts about science and studying



Uni partners: 
student organisations
• Student Union TYY
• International newsletter

> subscribe
• Social media: Instagram and Facebook, 

TYY and TYY International

• Other student and 
hobby organisations/
clubs

https://www.tyy.fi/en/current-affairs/newsletters


Uni partners: 
Student City of Turku
• Study in Turku organisation

• Joint effort of all HEIs in Turku

• Interesting social media channels: Instagram
and Facebook

• Study in Turku fair on 29 August a

• Study and Stay in Turku event on 5 November

• Visit Turku – official website

• Follow also @visitturku on social media!

https://www.instagram.com/studyinturku/
https://www.facebook.com/StudyinTurku
https://www.opiskelijakaupunkiturku.fi/en/study-turku/events/study-turku-fair
https://sites.utu.fi/study-and-stay-turku/
https://kissmyturku.com/
https://www.instagram.com/visitturku/


Uni partners: 
City of Turku
• Career in Southwest Finland: ”one-stop shop for all

international talents”
• Blogs and articles
• Newsletter
• Social media: Business Turku, @businesstku
• Events with emphasis on face-to-face networking

• International House Turku: brings together 
counselling and guidance services supporting the 
integration of international newcomers in Turku 

• Newcomer’s Guide
• Services on their website
• Instagram

https://careerinsouthwestfinland.fi/latest/
https://careerinsouthwestfinland.fi/talent-turku-southwest-finland-newsletter/
https://careerinsouthwestfinland.fi/events/
https://ihturku.fi/en/info/newcomers-guide/
https://www.instagram.com/internationalhouseturku/


Something missing? 
• Let us know!
• > Your programme for study-

related issues
• > TYY is the official channel for 

student influencing
• > Other units, like Admission

Services
• We will send you a survey in a 

month – please take the time to 
share your valuable feedback!



Get inspired.



Kiitos!

admissions@utu.fi


