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Queer History Month in Finland
• Organized the first time in 2018 (20.10-20.11). From 2019 and 

onwards in November

• Co-ordinated by Culture for All Service & Seta ry

• Planning team: queer scholars, lgbtiq+ activists and 
representatives of museums & archives

• Partners in the Queer History Month 2018 included e.g. the Labor 
Archives, the Finnish Labour Museum Werstas, Aine Art Museum, 
The National Gallery, AV Arkki, Finnish Literature Society, Goethe 
Institute, Helsinki City Museum, National Museum, National 
Theater, Swedish Literature Society in Finland and Yle Elävä
Arkisto / Archive + local branches of Seta
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“Seta ry and Culture for all welcome all memory 
organizations and art institutions, schools and 
associations as well as private individuals to participate 
in the celebration of the Queer History Month. The 
purpose of the month is to review Finnish history and 
culture from a queer perspective and include the queer 
story in our common cultural heritage. “ 

(Press release 2018)





Conditions & the turning point 2000



Queering the archives

• The Finnish Labour Museum – Werstas in Tampere started a LGBTIQ 
collection in 2002 in cooperation with the The Finnish Labour Archive 
and the researcher Tuula Juvonen and Seta activists (Pirkanmaan Seta)

• The Finnish Labour Archive: Näkymättömästä näkyväksi (2005, From 
invisible to visible), Yhdenvertainen vanhuus (2015–2016, Ageing Equal) 
& Unohtumattomat hetket (2018, Unforgetable moments > together 
with Tuula Juvonen)

• The Finnish Literature Society (SKS): Sateenkaarinuori ennen ja nyt
(2014, The LGBTIQ youth today and earlier ) & 2010-luvun häät (2017, 
The 2010 weddings).

• The Society of Swedish Literature in Finland (SLS): Minoritet i 
minoriteten (2016-2017, A minority within the minority)





Queering the museums

• Thematic (history) exhibitions: Werstas (2005 and 2013), Vantaa City 
Museum (Rainbow-Finland 2007), Theatre Museum (Camp! 2009), 
Helsinki City Museum (Helsexinki 2017-2018)

• Exhibitions on ”queer” artist / LGBTIQ+ themed art: Pierre & Gilles 
(Turku Art Museum 1999-2000), Tom of Finland (Jyväskylä Art 
Museum 1999/ Helsinki Art Museum 2006 / Logomo 2010/2011), 
Ecce Homo (The Finnish Museum of Photography 2000), Kalervo 
Palsa (Kiasma 2002), Art is so Gay (Forum Box 2012), Katso Toisin
(Aine Art Museum 2017) etc... 



• First bigger LGBT history exhibtion in 
Finland, Vantaa City Museum 2007 
(11.5-30.9.2007)

• Still available as a web exhibition

https://tarinasoitin.fi/sateenkaarisuomi

• Themes i.e. disease, science, war, 
Tom of Finland, legislations & 
punishments, life in the countryside, 
arts & culture, invisible meetings, 
gender diversity, the Aids crises, 
marriage, media, Eurovision, sports...

https://tarinasoitin.fi/sateenkaarisuomi
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Culture for All:
Queering the National Gallery
(2012-2014)
• Helsinki Pride 2012 (queer guided tours, 

rainbow flag, seminars, program for 
rainbow families)

• Two questionnaires 2012 (lhbtiq-
audiences c. 170 answers, queer guided
tours 30 answers)

• Trainings for the museum staff

• National seminar at Werstas 2013 
(museums + archives)

• Web queer route to the collections of
the National Gallery (Juha-Heikki 
Tihinen)



Audience survey, Culture for All Service / National Gallery 
2012:

“the history of the art pieces offers nothing, that speaks to the 
regular gay audience”

“If one does not inform about queer issues, they will be blotted 
out even from places where they belong”

“[Queering] is needed especially in the National Museum of 
Finland. Now I get the feeling that they have constructed a 
heterosexual Finnish story, in which I do not belong”



Focus on LGBTIQ history and arts >
Inclusion/ mainstreaming of queer 
perspectives as a part of Finnish
history



The opening seminar: Tietoisesti vaiennetut (Willingly Silenced), Päivälehdenmuseo (The Newspaper
Museum) 17.5.2016
Panel: Lawyer Ulf Månsson, President Tarja Halonen, Professor Anu Koivunen & Writer Pirkko Saisio 
Opening words: Professor Tiina Rosenberg
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The ”memory cards” for the project
Finland 100 – In Rainbow Colors 



The momentum



The Queer History Month

• FB page opened 12.9.2018 > post on events, queer historical facts, 
memories & archival findings, calls for collection of memory data and 
oral histories (i.e. 2018 Unohtumattomat hetket, 2019 the rainbow
history in Tornio), personal recollections, exhibitions, web sources etc.

• Web pages & event calender: https://seta.fi/historiakuukausi/

• Events 2018-2019: i.e. seminars on the memories of the LGBTIQ+ 
activist pioneers (Helsinki 2018), on the queer history of the theatre
(Helsinki 2018) and on research on LGBTIQ+ history / Rainbow History
Month / Oral history (Turku 2018 and 2019), queer guided tours, 
discussion with Tarja Halonen on the LGTBIQ+ legislative struggles etc.

https://seta.fi/historiakuukausi/










Lessons learnt



# 1 The use of history
• The need for discussions on the use of history and what we

understand as LGBTIQ+ history or queer approaches to history

• Whose history is told? Whose history is still invisible? > Beware of
LGBTIQ+ master narratives !

• The need for intersectional approaches and to rethink also earlier
queer approaches to history > new narratives need new experts

• The need for more material on LGBTIQ+ history

• The need for trainings of museum professionals (and historians)

• Queer guided tours are not enough > the need for mainstreaming
of LGBTIQ+ history into the core of museum/archive practices and to 
rethink museum structures



Going beyond Tom & Tove



# 2 The importance of outreach

• The need for easily accessible and accurate material on 
LGBTIQ+ history

• The need for different kind of materials on LGBTIQ+ history
targeted for youth

• The need for a broader co-operation with the educational
sector (history teachers!), but also with other sectors in order 
to produce educational tools and to spread info on the 
LGBTIQ+ history to the youth & children

• The need for face-to-face outreach towards the community> 
time & resources









# 3 Shared history
• Queer History Month as a platform for empowerment and 

for a raised historical awareness for the own history

• Queer History Month could inspire and give tools to the 
communities to collect/document their own memories & 
history

• Finding ways to co-operate with the different communities in 
collecting new narratives and rethinking the history > 
Relevance and urgency

• Giving space

• Nothing about us, without us
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# 4 Accessibility
• The need to use different platforms and medias for spreading

the information > in order to reach outside of the ”bubble” 
• The need for a communication plan and a broader co-operation 

with different media channels
• Multilingualism > both when it comes to communication and 

events
• The need for co-operation with libraries and schools to reach

out to a broader audiece, LGBTIQ+ history into the daily life of
people

• Accessibility of the events
• How to reach smaller cities & countryside?



# 5 Organization and a funding

• The need for continuation & a clear strategy

• The need for a paid team of a co-ordinator, communication
officer & experts on LGBTIQ+ history

• The need to map already existing pedagogical materials and 
to produce new materials and tools

• The need for a web page (including the tools and the 
background info)

• The need to be able to offer training for teachers and 
museum/archival professionals in queering history/ 
LGBTIQ+ history
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