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What will | show you during this lecture?

Intro to academic writing

Academic writing and culture

Plagiarism and Turnitin

Using Al tools
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What is academic English?
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There are no native speakers
of Academic English
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What is academic writing?



Academic writing Is:




The features of academic language

(Gillett, 2011)

Academic English
should be ...

complex & formal

There are loads of scientists
who bang on about global
warming.

Scientists around the world
have voiced their concerns
about global warming.

Gillett, A. (2011) Features of Academic Writing. UEfAP. Accessed at htip://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm



http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm

The features of academic language
(Gillett, 2011)

A ic English . o
Ciﬁﬁ{},‘g"be”?{_'s | think global warming is

happening.

Significant evidence suggests
global warming is occurring.

Gillett, A. (2011) Features of Academic Writing. UEfAP. Accessed at htip://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm



http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm

The features of academic language

(Gillett, 2011)

Academic English
should be ...

complex & formal

objective

Human activity has a negative
Impact on the environment.

Human activity has a negative
Impact on the environment
(Berlund, 2003; Goudie, 2018).

Gillett, A. (2011) Features of Academic Writing. UEfAP. Accessed at htip://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm



http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm

The features of academic language

(Gillett, 2011)

Academic English
should be ...

complex & formal

objective

supported

It's hotter now than it used to
be.

According to Statista (2019), the
average temperature in the UK In
July has risen by 3°C since 2015.

Gillett, A. (2011) Features of Academic Writing. UEfAP. Accessed at htip://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm



http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm

The features of academic language

(Gillett, 2011)

Academic English
should be ...

complex & formal

objective

supported

precise & accurate

People are absolutely
responsible for climate change.

Ample evidence suggests that
people are responsible for climate
change (Goudie, 2018).

Gillett, A. (2011) Features of Academic Writing. UEfAP. Accessed at htip://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm



http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm

Ask yourself:

What Is academic In
your field or your wogk?

Use of 1st-
person

Citation style

(MLA, Use of outside

pronouns sources?

(IIwe)? Harvard, etc.)?

ITY



Find an example of
good academic writing
in your field, and ask:

What makes it good?
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Academic Writing and Culture



Does culture have an impact on

academic writing?

The Cultural Iceberg
10 %

90 %

Source: Edward T. Hall (1976), Iceberg Theory of Culture

Easy to see

> customs

> mores
= courtesies

Difficult to see

> values
> priorities
> assumptions

R
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Mauranen, A. (1992). Reference in
Academic Rhetoric: A Contrastive Study of
Finnish and English Writing.



Are Finnish and English academic texts
different?

General Rhetorical Structure

Information Placement

Text and Meta-text



Are Finnish and English academic texts
different?

General Rhetorical Structure
implicit explicit

Information Placement

Text and Meta-text



Are Finnish and English academic texts
different?

General Rhetorical Structure
implicit explicit
Information Placement

starts from a distance and makes its starts with important points and
way to the main point toward the end repeats them throughout

Text and Meta-text



Are Finnish and English academic texts
different?

General Rhetorical Structure
implicit explicit
Information Placement

starts from a distance and makes its starts with important points and
way to the main point toward the end repeats them throughout

Text and Meta-text

less text about text more text about text



(a non-American perspective)

“German texts, by virtue of their digressiveness, are versatile
and multi-faceted, whereas [English] writing is repetitive and
colourless. Equally, German text structure might be likened
metaphorically to that of a ‘staircase’ or ‘spiral’ leading the writer
through even more complex stages of reasoning to the
conclusion. Viewed from this perspective, English academic
style will appear like a walk over a perfectly flat country
with no attempt to venture into mountainous territory.”



Plagiarism

based on slides from Maarit Koponen
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“In some fields, young scholars may imitate the often
out-dated style of their professors or of journal
articles published many years ago. Nowadays, style
IS evolving, because of widening democracy and
internationalization, and also increased printing
costs.”

Carolyn Brimley Norris (2016). Academic Writing in English.
Language Services, University of Helsinki. p. 3



“In some fields, young scholars may imitate the often
out-dated style of their professors or of journal
articles published many years ago. Nowadays, style
IS evolving, because of widening democracy and
internationalization, and also increased printing
costs.” (Norris 2016, p. 3)




@ some fields, young scholars may imitate the often
out-dated style of their professors or of journal

articles published many years ago. Nowadays, style
IS evolving, because of widening democracy and

mter onalization_and also increased printing

. UNorris 2016, p. 3)




In some fields, young scholars may imitate the often
out-dated style of their professors or of journal
articles published many years ago. Nowadays, style
IS evolving, because of widening democracy and
internationalization, and also increased printing

costs.




Clear plagiarism No quotation marks to

iIndicate direct quote

In some fields, young scholars may imitate the often
out-dated style of theirprofessors or of journal
articles published many years ago. Nowadays, style
IS evolving, because of widening democracy and
internationalization, and also increased printing

costs.
Copied word-for-word, source
not indicated




Insome-fields; Young writers sometimes imitate
the often old-fashioned style of their professors or

of journal articles published many years ago.

Nowadays, style is changing, because of widening
democracy and internationalization, and also

iIncreasing printing costs.




- - - No quotation marks

Stlll plaglarlsm to ir?dicate
borrowed parts

In-seme-fields; Young writers sometimes imitate
the often old-fashioned style of their professors or
of journal articles published many years ago.
Nowadays, style is changing, because of widening
democracy and internationalization, and also
iIncreasing printing costs.

Copied almost word-for-word,
source not indicated




According to Norris (2016), young writers

sometimes imitate the often old-fashioned style of
their professors or of articles published many years
ago. Nowadays, style is changing, because of
widening democracy and internationalization, and
also increasing printing costs.




Deceptive paraphrase

Source indicated

According to Norris (2016), young writers

sometimes imitate the often old-fashioned style of
their professors or of articles published many years
ago. Nowadays, style is changing, because of
widening democracy and internationalization, and
also increasing printing costs.
Copied almost word-for-word,
lack of quotation marks falsely

presents Norris’ wording as
the author’s own.




In her recent guide on academic writing, Norris
(2016) advises against imitating the style of older
journal articles, for example, because academic style
IS changing. She argues the changes are caused by
"widening democracy and internationalization” as
well as printing costs (p. 3).




Paraphrase with citations

In her recent guide on academic writing, Norris
(2016) advises against imitating the style of older
journal articles, for example, because academic style
IS changing. She argues the changes are caused by
"widening democracy and internationalization” as
well as printing costs (p. 3).

Passage has been
paraphrased and source Is
provided; direct quotes used

when needed.




How do we detect
plagiarism at UTU?
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Turnitin (via Moodle)

Compares your
work to others

Provides a report on
the similarity + Al use

(Allows you to rewrite your
work to fix problems)”
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*depends on how your instructor configures the settings
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How can | use Al tools
responsibly?
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The assessment is completed entirely without Al assistance. This level ensures that

o students rely solely on their knowledge, understanding, and skills.

Al must not be used at any point during the assessment.

AI-ASSISTED IDEA
GENERATION AND
STRUCTURING

Al can be used in the assessment for brainstorming, creating structures, and I
generating ideas for improving work. 5. A

1. No Al

No Al content is allowed in the final submission. Explnmﬁnn

Al can be used to make improvements to the clarity or quality of student created
work to improve the final output, but no new content can be created using Al.
AI-ASSISTED EDITING
Al can be used, but your original work with no Al content must be provided in an
appendix.

Al is used to complete certain elements of the task, with students providing
discussion or commentary on the Al-generated content. This level requires critical

Al TASK . o
COMPLETION, engagement with Al generated content and evaluating its output.
HUMAN EVALUATION . . -
You will use Al to complete specified tasks in your assessment. Any Al created

content must be cited. 2.. AI
! 4. Full Al

L
The assessment is completed enfirely withawt Al azsisarce in o confrolled environment, ensuring shat studenis mehy P]nnnlng
l NO Al mHym i waisting hu:lvdldg., undllﬂm:ling, ond skills
You must not use Al ol any point during the You must d your core skills and knowledge.

Al may be used for pre-tosk octivitios such o brainstorming, ouflining and initiol ressorch. This level focuses on the 3 AI
wituctve vsw ul Al o plonsing, sysithasis, ond Eawien, bub ssemens should smphasise the obiliy o deskp "

and refine thae ideay ndaperdanily
2 AI PI-ANNING You may wse Al for plomning, idea development, and reseorch, Your final submission should show haw you have cdhhmhan

deveboped ond refined these ideas.

Al muory be used o help complale the fask, including idea genercien, drafling, feedboack, and refinement Shudents

3 AI co “ON should crifically evalucte and medity the Al suggested outputs, demansirating thair understonding

You may use Al ko assist with specific tasks such o dralting test, refining ond evaluoting your work. You must
critically evaluate and modify any Al-generated conbent you use.

i 8N | "
I“_‘_E_L@_] Perkins, Furze, Roe & MacVaugh [2024) The Al Assessment Scale

Al ey be used o complete any elerents of the lsk, with sudents directing Al 1o ochieve e oeisment gook,
Assesyments ob this level may ol reguire engaogemend with Al lo ochigve goals ond sohe problems,

4 FULL Al

You may vse Al exiensively throughout your work either os you wish, or o spexifically directed in your
assessment, Foous on directing Al bo achieve your goals while demanstrating your critical thinking.

Source: Perkins, M., Furze, L., Roe, J., &

5 | AIEXPLORATION | oo sudei oo o suss sors e s et MacVaugh, J. (2024). The Al Assessment Scale
SN i S R e S e e revisited: A framework for educational

Perking, Furze, Roe & MacVaugh (2024 The Al Assessment Scale assessment. arXiv.
https://arxiv.org/abs/2412.09029



https://arxiv.org/abs/2412.09029

At UTU, different
courses/instructors allow use
of Al tools in different ways.



Modified from: Levrai, P., & Bolster, A. (2024, November 15). Supporting ethical and developmental Al use with
the Al quality of engagement matrix. Theory into Practice Blog. htips://theory-into-practice.weebly.com/tip-
blog/supporting-ethical-and-developmental-ai-use-with-the-ai-quality-of-engagement-matrix

Ask yourself two questions:

1. Why am | using this
tool”? (motivation)

2. What will | do with the
output? (criticality)
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https://theory-into-practice.weebly.com/tip-blog/supporting-ethical-and-developmental-ai-use-with-the-ai-quality-of-engagement-matrix

Three tips for staying out of trouble

1. Keep your receipts! Screenshots, version
histories, group texts, source citations, etc.

2. Don’t submit an exact assignment that you
have used before (even at a different
university)

3. Communicate honestly and openly with your
instructor to avoid misunderstandings
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Remember:

Academic
writing Is a
skill. It can be
studied,
practiced, and
improved!



Bridget Palmer

Centre for Language and
Communication Studies

Agora — 2nd Floor
bmwpal@utu.fi
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