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Number of  
experts 2015: 

 45

Projects 
2015: 

45
Offices in  

Turku, Helsinki  
and Tampere

Turnover  
2015:

 
2,7 
  M€



FUTURES RESEARCH IS INTERESTED IN 
ALTERNATIVE FUTURES

FINLAND FUTURES RESEARCH CENTRE (FFRC) 
is one of the few university departments devoted 
to futures research in the world. Jointly founded 
by three universities in Turku in 1992, the FFRC is a 
department within the Turku School of Economics 
at the University of Turku, Finland. 

The FFRC works with a transdisciplinary approach 
in an international environment. The cornerstones 
of its activities are on developing academic futures 
studies, critical interdisciplinary research, high 
quality education, strategic and business foresight 
and insightfully produced futures knowledge. 

All of the FFRC’s primary activities are focused 
on the promotion of a sustainable future, which is 
understood as being economically efficient, socially 
secure, fair, and culturally representative of our 
world society.

WITH ITS INTERNATIONALLY ACTIVE  and 
multidisciplinary personnel and through co-creation 
with its societal partners, the FFRC is expertly able 
to meet the needs of its partners and customers, 
which range from academic institutions to public 
organizations and the business world. 

Nationally, the FFRC carries out its special task as 
a developer and innovator of futures research and 
foresight in Finland. In addition, it serves as the 
permanent advisor of the Committee for the Future 
of the Finnish Parliament. This provides an excellent 
way to keep in touch with Finnish decision-makers. 

THE ANNUAL FUTURES CONFERENCES  of the 
FFRC bring together world-renowned futurists and 
researchers from various fields as well as Finnish 
citizens and decision-makers.

Annual Futures Conferences:  

www.futuresconference.fi

Academic 
publications 

2015: 

66

Citations in Web 
of Science 2015: 

232



FUTURES RESEARCH PROVIDES AN ACADEMIC 
BASIS FOR STRATEGIC DECISION-MAKING  
ON THE LONG-TERM FUTURE

THE MAIN RESEARCH AREAS of the Finland 
Futures Research Centre include theoretical and 
methodological foundations of futures studies and 
foresight, large scale societal transitions, energy  
and environmental research, the agri-food sector, 
urban and regional development as well as the 
prospects of private consumption and education.

THE FFRC IS AT THE FOREFRONT OF RESEARCH 
both nationally and internationally. It has been 
active in EU funded projects since the beginning  
of the century, first as a partner and later also as 
a co-ordinator. These projects, together with 
others, have created persistent partnerships with 
foreign universities, research institutions and public 
and private organizations taking part in research 
activities. Extended networks of co-operation 
guarantee the FFRC access to the latest ideas, 
visions and methods to deal with and evaluate 
perceptions of the future. 

 

FUTURES RESEARCH IS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY 
FIELD, where wide ranges of topics are analysed 
and the approaches and results of more traditional 
disciplines meet.

Typical research questions in the field are focused 
to the epistemology of knowledge about the future, 
the methodological development of futures studies 
tools and analyses of alternative futures of a 
specific topic or a more general theme. 

AS A SOCIETAL ACTION, the aim of futures studies  
is to outline alternative long-term strategies in  
a changing operational environment. 

Theoretical and  
methodological foundations  

of futures research and foresight
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Master’s Programme 
intake annually

20

FFA’s  
Minors 

 annually

150 

Doctoral  
Candidates

15



BUILDING KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
IN A VISIONARY AND FUTURES-ORIENTED 
APPROACH

THE FFRC TRAINS FUTURES-ORIENTED EXPERTS 
by providing academic education for both under-
graduate and postgraduate students.

Futures Studies is a Major subject at the Turku 
School of Economics, University of Turku, consisting 
of an international Master’s Degree Programme 
in Futures Studies (120 ECTS credits) and post-
graduate studies. 

The studies are designed to educate futures 
research experts to become competent to choose 
from various methods when facing particular 
development challenges. The students receive  
a versatile toolkit to implement foresight thinking 
for the benefit of a given organisation.

The FFRC also offers a multidisciplinary Sustainable 
Development Study Module for the students of the 
University of Turku. 

FINLAND FUTURES ACADEMY (FFA), coordinated 
by the FFRC, is a national network of universities 
providing and promoting academic futures studies 

education in Finland. The FFA’s Minor of 25 ECTS 
is offered by its member universities throughout 
Finland.

FUTURES FOCUS EDUCATION AND DEVELOP-
MENT SERVICES are provided to both private and 
public organisations. For example the FFRC offers 
expert lectures and training programmes such as 
the Certified Foresight Professional programme. 

THE FFRC IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN EDUCATION 
EXPORT providing customer organisations 
with educational solutions based on the FFRC’s 
expertise. 

UNESCO Chair in Learning Society 
and Futures of Education  

to support futures work in the 
developing countries



FINLAND FUTURES RESEARCH CENTRE
Turku School of Economics
FI-20014 University of Turku 
Finland

Visiting addresses: 

Rehtorinpellonkatu 3, 20500 Turku
Korkeavuorenkatu 25 A 2, 00130 Helsinki
Åkerlundinkatu 2, 33100 Tampere

tel. +358 2 333 9530

tutu-info@utu.fi

www.utu.fi/ffrc

facebook.com/ffrc.tutu

twitter.com/ffrc_tutu

www.linkedin.com/company/finland- 
futures-research-centre


